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95-261 August 28, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU'S WALDREP AND KAMMERLING RECEIVE NEH GRANTS 
CHARLESTON --Two members of Eastern Illinois University's history 
department have received prestigious grants from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH). 
NEH grant programs are highly selective and very competitive. Only 6 to 9 
percent of 1 995 grant applications from scholars at major universities throughout 
the country were accepted. 
Christopher Waldrep, associate professor of American history at Eastern, is a 
specialist in the American south, American social history and the U.S. Constitution. 
He received a year-long NEH Fellowship to write a book that addresses one of the 
central questions in legal history: How easily can elites manipulate law as an 
instrument of their will? 
Waldrep plans to study the complaints ordinary citizens brought to 
authorities between 1 830 and 1879 in order to determine which statutes blacks 
and whites, Republicans and Conservatives thought worthy of enforcement at the 
time. He will then identify the grassroots ideologies that drove the actions of the 
non-elites before and after the Civil War. 
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NEH Fellowships are intended to provide opportunities for individuals to 
pursue advanced work that will enhance their capacities as teachers, scholars or 
interpreters of the humanities and that will enable them to make significant 
contributions to thought and knowledge in the humanities. 
Waldrep, who joined Eastern's faculty in 1990, received a bachelor's degree 
from EIU in 1973. He received his master's degree from Purdue University in 1974 
and a doctorate in 1990 from Ohio State University. 
Joy Kammerling, an assistant professor in the history department, received 
an NEH Summer Seminar grant, which provides individual college teachers research 
opportunities in a collegial setting. Participants work under the direction of 
distinguished scholars and teachers and pursue advanced study and research in 
their own fields or in other fields related to their interests. 
Kammerling attended a six-week seminar on "Religious Reform and Societal 
Change in the Sixteenth Century" at Duke University. A Renaissance and 
Reformation scholar, Kammerling wrote an article for publication titled, 
"Uncovering the 'Manifest Lie': Issues of Orthodoxy and Authority, and the 
Jewish Question." It addresses the popular and elite attitudes towards the Jews in 
16th Century Germany at the time of the reformation. 
A faculty member since 1994, Kammerling received her doctorate in 
European history from the University of Illinois in 1994. 
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